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doctoral be with her in ten minutes. After receiving my
injection, I'll tell Jones that my wife's unable to see him,
and'll ask him to discuss with me, in my study, the plans
and estimates of the new hospital, about which he has
been pestering me for orders. As my study table*!! be
covered with the hospital plans, I'll ask Jones to leave his
instruments in my bedroom. Do you follow me?"
Durrant nodded assent.
** As soon as the doctor and I are in my study, 1*11
summon you, as usual, by pressing this knob, which
rings the bell in your room, and I'll express my annoyance
when you don't appear. Directly you hear the signal,
three rings, you'll proceed to the bedroom, take the
doctor's instruments and pass through the private
entrance to the %enana, where, in accordance with my
instructions, an ayah*II be waiting to conduct you to Her
Highness*"
The ticking of the clock seemed to grow louder, while
Durrant coughed to conceal his fear.
" In the character of the doctor, you'll give the
Maharani the fatal dose, cleanse, and pack up your
instruments and return. After placing the instruments
in my bedroom exactly as you found them, you'll go to
your rooms and remove your disguise. You'll then
unbolt the outer door that I fastened, and finally tap at
the door of this room. When you enter, I'll inquire
where you've been, and you'll explain your absence by
mentioning an inspection of the ice plant, which I
requested you to make and had forgotten,"
c* Your Highness has thought of every detail."
" I've endeavoured to do so. The smallest detail may
be of great importance."
" The plan certainly seems feasible. Indeed, I've no
criticism to offer," admitted Durrant reluctantly.
<cl*m glad you're favourably impressed. I feel
confident of success if you play your part properly. It
will fee necessary to have several rehearsals*"